Study Guide MIDTERM TEST II

1. When Abraham Lincoln gave the Gettysburg address, he said: “Government of the people, by the people, and for the people.”   What does this statement suggest the government should do?
2. What is a  strict view of public opinion (the view the founders held)? 

3. What is a broad view of public opinion?
4. The “Monetary Control Bill” demonstrated that public opinion suffers from what problem or issue?  
5. What does it mean to say that public opinion is not stable?

6. How does the order of options a pollster gives to respondents affect the outcome of a poll?  
7. What is the first significant impact on an individual’s political attitudes and what has the most significant impact on an  individual’s political attitudes?
8. What did Mark Twain mean about statistics when he said, “There are lies, there are damnable lies, and then there are statistics.”  

9. How would a terrorist attack impact the ideological mood of the U.S.?

10. What is the “gender gap”?
11. What kind of effect does education have on a person’s ideology?
12. Are prestigious universities the most liberal, just more liberal or more conservative or the most conservative educational institutions?  Where would Citrus College fit into the liberal conservative ideology scale compare to prestigious universities?  
13. What is the general tendencies of Asians, Blacks, Whites, and Hispanics with respect to ideology?  

14. How do liberals and conservatives each view abortion?

15. How do liberals and conservatives each view capital punishment?

16. While there isn’t a fourth branch of government, what has been compared to the fourth branch of government and what is its function?

17. Who is the internal police, so to speak of the media, as illustrated by CBS firing of Dan Rather

18. What is the most likely way a member of the House of Representatives or the Senate could make the news? 

19. Is the mass media simply a mirror held up to a reality or a messenger that carries the news, or is there something more involved?
20. What does the incident illustrate when William Randolph Hearst said to Fredric Remington (speaking of real or imagined atrocities occurring in Cuba) “you supply the pictures, I’ll supply the war”? 

21. How does the media cover elections?
22. What does the rise and demise of the magazine “George”, initially published by John F. Kennedy Jr., illustrate about the print media?
23. What is selective attention?
24. How do Americans compute their rate of voter turnout?
25. How did the Supreme Court originally view the 15th amendment?

26. What did literacy tests, poll taxes, white primaries, and grandfather clauses have in common?

27. What is a Poll tax?
28. What was the intent of the” White Primary”?
29. How did literacy tests discriminate against blacks?

30. What amendment gave women the right to vote and how did they originally vote?
31. What race, gender, education and political party is most and least likely to vote? 
32. Which political party believed they would benefit from the Motor Voter Bill and which political party actually benefitted?

33. When the voter turnout rate in the United States is computed the same way it is in Europe, where does the United States voter turnout rate place?

34. What is the first thing one has to do when deciding to run for the presidency?
35. The cardinal rule of politics is that one should never do anything to help their opponent.  Despite this, Presidential debates seem to be here to stay.  What are the reasons for this reality?
36. What is a critical election?
37. In the United States, who decides who will run for political office?
38. What is a Plurality?
39. Why has the United States has remained a two-party system?
40. What is the threshold to gain a seat in a system of proportional representation? 

41. How does a Political Machine recruit and control members?
42. The Pendleton Act was a direct result from what event?
43. In both the Democratic and the Republican parties, who manages the day-to-day operations of the party?
44. In both the Democratic and Republican Parties, where does ultimate authority rest?

45. What characteristics do Minor political parties have, what do they do for the system and how do many view a vote for a minor party?

46. How do we view interest groups as a whole and how do we view those who speak on our behalf?

47. What is the primary differences between an interest group and a political party?
48. What is the free rider problem?
49. What is a solidarity incentive, a purposive incentive and a material incentive for joining an interest group?

50. Who is the target of an interest group?
51. What are the characteristics of those more likely to join interest groups?
52. In what kind of election district would a minor party be more likely to have some of its members elected into the legislature?
53. What is an accurate description of the voting problem in the United States?  What is the typical but inaccurate description of the voting problem?
54. What can a presidential candidate expect when he/she announces their vice presidential running mate?
55. With the use of TV have presidential elections become more or less competitive?
56. What is retrospective voting what is prospective voting, which requires more information?
57. In order to become President of the United States a candidate must win two elections, what are these elections called.  What approach must a candidate take to win the first election called?  What approach must a candidate take to win the second election?  What will a strong theme allow a candidate to do in the first and second elections?
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